
This term we are going to have fun pretending we have been marooned on a deserted 
island! There are going to be some great quick builds ranging from building a treehouse to 
a fabulous treasure chest!

During the second half of the club, the children like to join worlds on the router provided to 
work in teams on a long build project. This build may span several weeks so it is important 
that the children get the same tablet each week. Although I have suggested some long 
build ideas for each week, feel free to jiggle things around or even come up with your own.

The main thing is that the quick builds are done as described on the correct week as this 
forms the basis of the inter school competition where your school can earn points for the 
national leaderboard.

The Quick Builds

The first half of the club is usually taken up with
the quick build. The Fabretta videos can be used 
directly from Youtube each week or downloaded
from dropbox if that is easier. Fabretta will cover
the basic learning objectives each week along
with the rules for the club and a timed quick build 
for the children to work along with.

Usually the teacher will choose the best from 
each table and get the children to show their 
creations at the front. the rest of the children
can then vote on who they want to win. You should then
take a photo (screenshot) of this with your phone and send it in to
us each week. Parents and children will then vote for their favourites online.

Team Build Competition

Don’t forget to let the children know that you will be sending in some screenshots of their 
team builds (long build projects) at the end of the half term and that there will be prizes for 
the best schools.



Week 1 - Toucan or Parrot
Parrots can be really amusing creatures to 
have in a home. If well trained and looked 
after, they will live for a very, very long 
time. They are brilliant at learning things 
quickly which of course, includes 
mimicking most noises they hear. A few of 
the breeds are exceptionally good talkers 
with the lovely African Grey parrot being 
the best of them.
Did you know…

The lifespan of parrots is around 80 years 
with the oldest and most famous parrot 
living to the ripe old age of 87!

This weeks quick build is a Parrot! or even a few parrots sitting on a branch?

Team builds (long build)
There’s lots of potential for longer builds and desert island survival fun this term. See the 
end of this scheme for a few ideas including building a shipwreck!



Week 2 - Treehouse or Shelter
Building tree platforms or nests as a shelter from 
dangers on the ground is a habit of all the great apes, 
and may have been inherited by humans. Even 
today, tree houses are built by some indigenous 
people in order to escape the danger and adversity 
on the ground. In some parts of the tropics, houses 
are either fastened to trees or elevated on stilts to 
keep the living quarters above the ground to protect 
occupants and stored food from scavenging animals.

Did you know…This grandiose 100-foot-tall 
structure (below) is said to be the tallest tree house in 
world, and was built entirely out of reclaimed wood by 
Horace Burgess in Crossville, Tennessee.

This weeks quick build is a tree house or shelter! 

Team builds (long build)
There’s lots of potential for longer builds and desert island survival fun this term. See the 
end of this scheme for a few ideas including building a shipwreck!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nest
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_ape
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tropics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stilt_house
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scavenger


Week 3… Monkey  

There are currently 264 known 
monkey species. Monkeys can be 
divided into two groups, Old World 
monkeys that live in Africa and Asia, 
and New World monkeys that live in 
South America. A baboon is an 
example of an Old World monkey, 
while a marmoset is an example of a 
New World monkey

Did you know…The Pygmy 
Marmoset is the smallest type of 
monkey, with adults weighing 
between 120 and 140 grams.

This weeks quick build is a monkey! 
Extra points if you can get a couple of Pygmy Marmosets sitting on a branch! Awwwww

Team builds (long build)
There’s lots of potential for longer builds and desert island survival fun this term. See the 
end of this scheme for a few ideas including building a shipwreck!



Week 4 - Pirate 
One of the most famous pirates is Blackbeard. His 
real name is Edward Teach, and he went around 
frightening people into giving him money and 
suchlike. Despite having a reputation of 
being a bit of a troublemaker, there is 
no record of him actually murdering any 
of his prisoners. However, he apparently 
walked around with lit fuses on his hat. 
He also had a peg leg due to losing one of 
legs through diabetes.

Did you know…The Jolly Roger, a flag 
featuring a skull and crossbones, or 
variations on the same theme (skeletons, 
death, and other fearsome imagery) is often 
associated with pirates. They were basically 
designed to frighten  potential victims to 
surrendering their loot without having to put up a 
fight.

This weeks quick build is a Pirate?!

Team builds (long build)
There’s lots of potential for longer builds and 
desert island survival fun this term. See the end 
of this scheme for a few ideas including building a shipwreck!



Week 5 - Treasure Chest 
In reality, pirates burying treasure was rare: 
the only pirate known to have buried treasure 
was William Kidd,[1] who is believed to have 
buried at least some of his wealth on Long 
Island before sailing into New York City. Kidd 
had originally been commissioned as a 
privateer for England, but his behavior had 
strayed into outright piracy, and he hoped that 
his treasure could serve as a bargaining chip 
in negotiations to avoid punishment. His bid 
was unsuccessful, however, and Kidd was 
hanged as a pirate.

Did you know…

In English fiction there are three well-known 
stories that helped to popularise the myth of 
buried pirate treasure the most famous of which isTreasure Island (1883) by Robert Louis 
Stevenson.

This weeks quick build is a treasure chest!

Team builds (long build)
There’s lots of potential for longer builds and desert island survival fun this term. See the 
end of this scheme for a few ideas including building a shipwreck!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Kidd
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Long_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Privateer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treasure_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Louis_Stevenson


Week 6 - Palm Tree & Coconuts 

Commonly associated with desert Island scenes 
or paradise beaches, Palms are one of the best 
known and most widely planted tree families. 
They have held an important role for humans 
throughout much of history. Many common 
products and foods come from palms. They are 
often used in parks and gardens that are in areas 
that do not have heavy frosts.

Did you know…There are over 2,500 species 
of palm trees. The tallest palm tree can grow up 
to 197 feet tall!

This weeks quick build is a palm tree! 

Team builds (long build)
There’s lots of potential for longer builds and 
desert island survival fun this term. See the end of this scheme for a few ideas 
including building a shipwreck!

https://wiki.kidzsearch.com/wiki/Frost


Week 7 - Lizard 

Lizards are reptiles. There are over 4,675 species of lizard, according to the San Diego 
Zoo. Others sources say there are about 6,000 species. Included in this large number are 
lizards with four legs, some with two legs and some with no legs at all; lizards with frills, 
horns or wings; and lizards in nearly every color imaginable. 

Lizards are found all over the world in almost every type of terrain. Some live in trees; 
others prefer to live in vegetation on the ground, while others live in deserts among rocks. 
For example, the Texas horned lizard is found in the warm areas with little plant cover in 
southern North America. The northern fence lizard, on the other hand, likes to live in cool 
pine forests in northern North America.

Did you know…

Lizards generally have small heads, long bodies and long tails. With so many species of 
lizard, it's understandable that they come in a wide variety of sizes. The largest lizard is the 
Komodo dragon. It grows up to 10 feet (3 meters) long and weighs up to 176 lbs. (80 
kilograms). The smallest lizard is the tiny dwarf gecko, which grows to 0.6 inches (1.6 
centimeters) long and weighs .0042 ounces (120 milligrams).

This weeks quick build is a Lizard! 

Team builds (long build)
There’s lots of potential for longer builds and desert island survival fun this term. See the 
end of this scheme for a few ideas including building a shipwreck!

http://animals.sandiegozoo.org/animals/lizard
http://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/species/thlizard/
https://www.livescience.com/27402-komodo-dragons.html


Team Build Ideas 
1. Shipwreck

This could get really big! Whether the children decide to do a more current style of ship like 

the one shown above or a more traditional ‘pirate ship’ style wreck there is certainly lots to 
build. Can they build half of the wreck under water?! Will there be any hidden 
resources?..could the wreck contain hidden treasure?!

2. Water Slide!

If you’re stuck on a desert island eventually you are going to need to build a water slide 
just so you can have a bit of fun! We try to fit this in to the scheme every year as it is one 
of the most fun things to build! Animals (like chickens) love to go for a ride!



3. Raft Building

How ever much fun you are having on your desert island at some point you are going to 
want to get home. A raft may be your only chance to escape back to civilisation !

4.Boat Racing

As the title suggests, design and build a boating course on an area of water and have 
some fun racing Minecraft’s ready made row boats!

SURVIVAL CHALLENGES 
The children love completing challenges in survival mode! Keep an eye out for a separate 
download from Codie packed with ideas that could easily be modified to suit a desert 
island theme!


